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ORAL  STATE' "ENT  BY  TH3  AIBRICAN  AMBASSADOR  IN 
JAPVT  (GKS’V)  TO  THE  JAPANESE  PRIIIE  MINISTER 
-A'’D  ’T/I  ’TER  rOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (PRINCE  KONOYE) 
OCTOBER  3,  1938 


I  have  had  many  conferences  on  this  general  subject  w  th 
former  "'inisters,  especially  It.  Hirota  and  General  Dgaki.  who 
have  r°p3i tedly  given  me  precise  and  definite  assurances  that 
American  interests  in  China  would  be  respecter1  and  that  the 
principle  of  the  Open  Door  and  equal  opportunity  would  be 
steadily  maintained. 

The  American  Government  to  its  regret  is  constrained  to 
observe  that  violation  of  American  rights  and  interests,  includ¬ 
ing  violation  of  the  principle  of  the  Open  Door,  has  neverthe¬ 
less  persisted. 

In  the  1  i<*ht  of  the  situation  which  I  am  now  reviewing, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  asks  that  the  Japanese 
Gov^rn^nt  implement  its  assurances  already  given  with  regard 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Open  Door  and  to  non-interference  with 
I^eiican rights'  by  taking  pro-ant  ,«?  affective  measures  to  rec- 
•^ify  the  situation  vhich  I  3n  about  to  sxplain# 


•  •  •  • 


The  American  Government  has  already  pointed  out  to  the 
Japanese  Government  that  alterations  of  the  Chinese  customs 
tariff  by  the  reginss  functioning  in  those  portions  of  Xina 
occupied  by  the  Jao-nese  and  for  which  the  Japanese  Governm-n 
h^s  formally  assured  its  support  are  arbitrary  and  illega 
assumptions  of  authority,  the  responsibility  for  which  the 
Japanese  Government  cannot  escape. 

It  <s  hardly  necessary  to  *tate  that  there  can  be  no  Open 
Door  in  China  so  long  as  the  ultimate  authority  to  regulate,  tax, 
or  prohibit  trade  is  exercised,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  t 
authorities  of  one  "foreign"  power  in  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  that  power. 

It  would  appear  to  be  self-evident  that  a  fundamental 
prerequisite  of  a  condition  of  equality  °f  opportunity  or  Open 
hnr,r  in  Thin'  is  ♦•he  absence  in  the  economic  life  of  that  country 
of  preferences  or  monopolistic  rights  operating  c irectly  or  n- 
directly  in  favor  of  any  foreign  country  or  its  nationals. 

...*•• 
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Pago  1 


THE  AMERICAN  ETBASSY  IN  JAFAN  TO  THE  JAPANESE 

» TNTSTRY  for  foreign  affairs 


Excerpts. 

No.  9^2 

„  thT^.,^r4a”inTs?rrorFo?S?n1lffCa?rfandnh;s 
thothonorPto  refer  to  the  daciato  to  Anorican  niss  on 
property  at  Nantunechow  on  august  17,  1937, 
result  of  Japanese  military  operations. 


According  to  Infornotlon  roeolvod^on  tho^r.erlcc^ 

Christacn^isslonary'^Socicly^who^proceedod  statement^^0* 

^^fd^^rPflaJa’whic^oprrod  a^ton-thirty 

hy dr oa or oplano s°d e scribed  mission 

"Red  Sun"  insignia  on  tho  wings  riew  Aow  ovex  ww 

HUllll  tfbf?Sccndla?^  «  °ho  hospital  and  othSr 
mission  buildings  causing  extensive  danafco. 


TOKYO,  t'ay  3°»  193  8. 
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Doc.  No.  219  P  (56)  Pago  1 

Br.  Ex.  84 

THE  AMERICAN  EMBASSY  IN  JAPAN  TO  THE  JAPANESE 
MINISTER  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

Excerpts. 

No.  946 

Tho  American  Embassy  presents  its  compliments  to 
tho  Japanese  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  has  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  following  message  from  Haichow 
has  been  received  through  tho  American  Consul  General 
at  Shanghai: 

"American  Presbyterian  Chapel  only  a 
few  foot  from  American  Presbyterian  Hospital 
and  American  Presbyterian  Women's  Bible  School, 
in  same  yard  with  our  residence,  were  bombed 
on  Hay  24th  by  Japanese  planes  causing  great 
damage;  residences  only  very  slightly  damaged. 
Chapel  and  school  greatly  damaged,  in  addition 
our  chapel (s)  inside  the  city  and  at  Shaiho 
were  bombed  and  greatly  damaged.  American 
flags  were  prominently  displayed  at  each  building. 


The  American  Consul  General  at  Shanghai  reports 
that  a  second  message  has  been  received  stating  that 
the  I  ission  was  again  bombed  on  hay  28,  one  bomb 
landing  less  than  thirty-five  yards  from  hr.  NcLnughlin 1 s 
residence,  but  that  thoy  were,  however,  fortunately 
unharmed . 


TOKYO,  hay  31,  193p* 
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Doc.  No.  219P  (57)  Pa^o  1 

Br.  Ex.  85 

THE  AMERICAN  EMBASSY  IN  JAPAN  TO  THE  JAPANESE 
MINISTRY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

Excorpt . 

No.  955 

Tho  American  Embassy  presents  its  compliments 
to  tho  Linistry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  has  the  honor 
to  state  that  according  to  information  received 
through  the  American  Consul  General  at  Shanghai,  the 
nurses'  home  and  two  rosidences  on  the  compound  of 
tho  Soochow  Hospital,  property  belonging  to  the 
American  let hod 1st  Episcopal  Mission  South,  were 
occupiod  by  Japanese  troops  on  May  30  last.  The 
American  Consul  General  at  Shanghai  has  made  repre¬ 
sentations  to  his  Japanese  colleague  concerning  this 
report  of  tho  recent  occupaion  of  additional  American 
property. 


TOKYO,  June  10,  1938. 
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